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 In the name of Jesus, who is Himself the Victim and Himself the Priest:  

It doesn’t take much to shake your confidence, does it? Then 
there are the people whom you wish would have their confidence 

shaken. We meet one of them today: Pontius Pilate. He certainly 

seemed confident, didn’t he?  
Picture what Jesus looked like from Pilate’s point of view. Pilate 

was in a position of power and ease. He sees Jesus and says: “Are You 
the King of the Jews?” But it isn’t a sincere question, if you can picture 

what Jesus looked like in the early-morning hours on Good Friday. Think 

what He had been through during the long night. The men guarding 

Him shouted at Him, mocked Him, spit on Him. They roughed Him up, 

hitting Him with the palms of their hands, with switches. When Jesus 

was brought to Pilate, He was bleeding. His robes were tattered. He 

was staggering, struggling to stand, His shoulders drooping, His back 

bent, His body bruised, His eyes sad. Pontius Pilate scornfully asked, 

“Are You the King of the Jews?” while thinking to himself, “A king? I 
don’t think so.” In this scene Pontius Pilate is self-assured and bold, 

Jesus is downcast and weak.  

Today I’m really speaking to you about confidence. Not just 
because of this story of Pilate and Jesus, but especially because of these 

verses from Hebrews. They tell us what our confidence is, as we think 

on the words:  

“Let Us Draw Near With a True Heart” 

These words are familiar to us from the liturgy on Sundays: “Let us 
draw near with a true heart …” But they are not our words, they’re the 
Bible’s words. It’s worth it to know these words by heart, especially if 
our confidence is shaken.  

A word is missing from this sentence, “Let us draw near.” Draw 

near what? Or draw near whom? It’s obvious, the word left out of this 
verse is: God. Let us draw near to God. Approach Him. This is an 

invitation, God’s inviting. This is saying – He is saying – “Come.”  
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Here in Hebrews 10 God says it with such kindness. But at Mt. 

Sinai it was just the opposite. God specifically said not to come near. 

God was on the mountain, but the people weren’t allowed to come up 
to it. God did this out of concern for their safety. If they came to Him, 

being unclean and unholy because of their sins, His holy and glorious 

presence would not be a blessing to them; they would be condemned. 

God said not to come near at that time, because He didn’t want them 

to be hurt. This is what the Law says to us, the Ten Commandments. 

The Law shows us our sins. The Law never says: “Draw near.” If God 
would speak to you and me like we deserve, we’d never hear Him say: 

“Draw near.”  
If you see it the way it really is, this is what makes you unsure of 

yourself. We know in our hearts we don’t deserve to approach God due 
to our sins. If you have “a true heart,” you at least know you don’t 
belong in His presence.  

But there are people who have “a false heart.” In this case, not 
having a true heart is having a false confidence. We can be guilty of this 

too. We build our confidence on the wrong things. This is why we lack 

confidence. Look how quickly your confidence is shaken! You put your 

trust in tangible things. You put your trust in human power and success. 

This is why times of national crisis, losses in the stock market, betrayal 

by friends, personal failures, personal losses like unemployment or 

death, etc., shake your confidence so easily. It only shows that you’ve 
been having the wrong basis for your confidence. It shows that at some 

level you think you deserve good things and don’t deserve bad things. 

Really, it’s underestimating your sins. It’s wanting to be self-confident. 

Ours is such a self-confident nation! We always take such pride in being 

self-reliant! Now we can see the dangers of that. It’s false confidence. 
It’s not having “a true heart.”  

This is why it isn’t necessarily bad to have your confidence shaken 
– if it’s self-confidence, if it isn’t the true confidence. Pontius Pilate 
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needed his confidence shaken. Sometimes so do we. It shows us when 

we’re building on sand.  
This passage in Hebrews 10 is so important because it shows us 

the true confidence. In verse 19, it says that we “have boldness to 
enter” – which means to come in. Boldness to come in where? Again, to 

God, into His very presence, de-spite how holy He is and how unholy 

we are. How can we be that bold?  

The answer is in these verses. It’s said in various ways, but it’s 
always the same answer. Our confidence is in Jesus. It’s “the blood of 
Jesus,” and that He is our “High Priest.” It refers us to “His flesh” and 

that we are “sprinkled” with Jesus’ blood and washed with the “pure 
water” of baptism. So it isn’t our confidence, not self-confidence, 

confidence in self; it’s confidence in Jesus, it’s the bold-ness of faith, as 

it says: “full assurance of faith.”  
Of course, this is what Jesus was accomplishing when He was in 

front of Pontius Pilate. Things weren’t what they seemed. To Pilate’s 
thinking, he himself was the powerful one with many subjects, Jesus 

the weak one with no friends. But actually, Jesus was seeing to it that 

He would be our unshakable Confidence. As Pilate sent Jesus to die, 

Jesus was Himself the Victim and Himself the Priest. He was making the 

sacrifice for all sin. His flesh and His blood make us clean from all our 

sins, and they still do so in the Lord’s Supper. This is the true basis for 

our confidence. This is what He was doing in front of Pilate. Wasn’t 
Jesus doing something powerful? Doesn’t He still?  

This is how you can know that you do belong in God’s presence, in 
spite of what you hear from the Law and from your conscience. You do 

belong. God doesn’t speak to you like you deserve. He says to you: 
“Draw near.” You see, it isn’t having a true heart just to know that 
because of your sins you don’t deserve to be in God’s presence. That’s 
only part of the truth. The whole truth is that in spite of your sins, you 

do belong in His presence, because of Jesus’ blood.  
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I’m not the most confident person all the time. That can be good 
and bad. It’s good not to place confidence in my own righteousness. 
But it’s a tragic failure when I don’t place confidence in Christ and when 

I don’t trust boldly in Him. What can help me, or anyone? To keep 
hearing these words from God: “Draw near with a true heart.” To hear 

His invitation, the Gospel invitation.  

This is how it is for everyone. We need these words. When do you 

hear them in the liturgy? When we “confess our sins to God, our 
Father” – but not only that – we also “beseech Him in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.” Shortly after that the pastor 

says, “I forgive you all your sins,” and “Almighty God, our heavenly 
Father, has given His only-begotten Son for us, and for His sake forgives 

us all our sins.” This is having “a true heart”: trusting in Him for grace 
and forgiveness. This is what will make you bold and confident: placing 

no confidence in self, but only in Jesus’ blood. Then you can’t be 
shaken. Amen! 


