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 In the name of Jesus, who was Himself the Victim and Himself our High 

Priest:  

Nobody knows (with absolute certainty) the exact location where 

Jesus died. The Church of the Holy Sepulcher was built in 336 A.D. on 

what is the traditional site for Golgotha. Today it’s inside the city of 
Jerusalem – but in Jesus’ day it was just outside the city wall. Others 

have thought that the actual place of Jesus’ crucifixion was to the north 
of the “Damascus Gate,” and have even taken stones from there to put 
into the construction of churches here in America!  

What does the Bible say? That Jesus was crucified outside the city 

gates. The gospels say Jesus was led “out,” and that “the place was 
near the city” – meaning it wasn’t inside the city of Jerusalem but just 
outside. Here in Hebrews 13 is another description of it: “Jesus 
suffered outside the gate.”  

Shouldn’t we be able to go there, to stand in the place where our 

salvation was accomplished? But it’s the scene of strife now. A Muslim 

cemetery occupies the site north of the Damascus Gate. Fighting 

between Israelis and Palestinians has made the Church of the Holy 

Sepulcher an unsafe destination. This bothers Christians, because it’s 
the place of Jesus’ death! We want to be able to go there. Tonight, we 

learn what it means to go there in these words from Hebrews 13:  

“Let Us Go Forth to Jesus, Outside the Camp” 

We don’t go there by going to the actual site of Golgotha, 
wherever it is. That isn’t the place where these words are encouraging 

us to “go forth” to.  
Christians don’t have “holy places” in the same way other 

religions do. For instance, it is a requirement for Muslims to make a 

pilgrimage to Mecca (if physically possible), the holy place for 

Muhammad’s followers. Many Muslims feel anger at our nation by due 

to the presence of foreign soldiers in Saudi Arabia, where Mecca is. If 

our religion were like that, wouldn’t you have to go to Israel and see 
where Jesus died, and you couldn’t stand the fact that Jews and 
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Muslims control those places, and you might be tempted to go on 

military crusades to take them back? (Oh wait, that’s been done. But it 
was wrong.)  

Now, I’d like to go there again if I could. I’d like my children to see 
that holy ground where Jesus laid down His life. On Good Friday, we 

know, Golgotha was the best place to be on the whole earth. Jesus was 

dying there, dying for all.  

Wouldn’t it have helped the disciples to be there? Could Judas 
have been saved from suicide, if he’d been there and seen Jesus loving 
him unto death? Could Peter have saved himself hours of agonizing 

over his denial of Jesus? On Good Friday, Jesus’ cross was the place to 

go forth to. So Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea overcame their 

fear, and were willing to risk being rejected by their peers, in order to 

show love to Jesus, embalm His body and bury Him. They truly “went 
forth to Jesus, outside the camp, bearing His reproach.”  

But Golgotha is no longer the place to “go forth” to. It wasn’t even 
the place to “go forth” to at the time this epistle was written, 30-some 

years after Je-sus’ death, when the disciples were still alive – the ones 

that hadn’t been martyred yet.  
For what does this verse say? “Let us go forth to Jesus.” He had 

been there on Mt. Calvary. But no longer is He there. We are to go to 

Jesus, where He is. This is re-ally saying that we don’t go to where Jesus 
won our salvation – that’s where He was. We go to where He 

distributes it – gives it to us. That’s where He is.  

You don’t have to go far. It says here that Jesus “suffered outside 
the gate” – why? – “to sanctify the people with His own blood.” 
Where does He do this? Wherever His blood “sanctifies” – makes you 

holy, cleanses you, from sins. His blood cleansed you of your sins in 

baptism, when your sins were washed away because His blood was in 

the water by the words the pastor spoke. His blood cleanses you of 

your sins in absolution and the preaching of the Gospel, when His 

atoning blood gives power to the words of forgiveness. His blood 
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cleanses you when in the Lord’s Supper you drink His very blood for the 
remission of sins. That’s the true holy ground, the best place you can be 
on this earth.  

This is where I really need to go. This is where you need to go. It’s 
an urgent appeal: “Let us go forth!” The fact it’s an urgent appeal 
implies that there are things that hinder and keep us from going there. 

We don’t always go there.  
When you are tempted, where do you go? When you feel guilty, 

where do you go? When you are angry, where do you go? When you 

are impatient, where do you go? When you feel hurt, where do you go? 

When you aren’t content, where do you go? When you feel weak, 
where do you go? When you can’t pray but only worry, where do you 

go? Don’t you stay stuck where you are, or go deeper into your anger, 
despondency, or bitterness? You don’t feel that you’re on holy ground. 
You feel far from Jesus, and even worse you stay away.  

But this is exactly when you need to “go forth” to Jesus. The point 
of these verses is that Christians have something really great, the best 

place to be.  

The Jews thought they had the holiest place on the whole earth, the 

temple in Jerusalem. They thought a lot of that altar. They thought God 

was there. They depended on the “sin offering” in which the animals 
that were sacrificed were “burned outside the camp,” which is recalled 

in these verses. But it says here that we have the place where God 

really is. “We have an altar,” it says – the altar – that gives you the very 

best things. Jesus is the altar. He was the true “sin offering.” The New 
Testament says: “He who knew no sin became sin” – He be-came the 

sin offering – “for us” (2Co 5:21). He went outside the city gates to die.  

But now we don’t look for Him in Jerusalem. We have the holiest 
place on the whole earth, and yet it isn’t in just one place. It’s “outside 
the camp,” it’s not located in just one place. Where even two or three 
gather in His name, hearing the Word, receiving the Sacraments, Jesus 

is there. It’s the holiest ground of all.  
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But not only that: this is how – and where -- He turns you into 

holy ground, for this text ends with the words: “Therefore by Him let 
us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of 

our lips, giving thanks to His name. But do not forget to do good and 

to share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.” Not only is it 

holy ground where Christ is. But He makes you into His holy ground, by 

His blood that sanctifies you, so that wherever you go it is holy ground, 

as it is “by Him” that the “sacrifice of praise” comes forth from you, and 
“by Him” that you “do good and share” with others. Amen! 


