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Jesus is not just the shepherd of the sheep. In this morning's 

Gospel text, He is also the gate of the sheep pen, the door of the sheep. 

There is no other way to the lush, green pasture of eternal life than 

through crucified and risen flesh of Jesus. "No one comes to the Father 

except through me," Jesus said. There is no other name than the name 

of Jesus by which we are saved. There is no other death than the death 

of Jesus that leads to eternal life. Jesus is the way, the truth, and the 

life. He is the only true way to eternal life. All other ways, no matter 

how attractive, how religious, how righteous they may appear, lead to 

death and destruction. 

There is also no other way into the sheep pen than through 

crucified and risen Jesus. He is the gate for the sheep. He zealously 

guards His sheep against predators and intruders, false ministers and 

teachers. Jesus has in view the Palestinian way of raising sheep. Sheep 

were kept in walled pens during the night for protection. The sheep pen 

had only one gate. Every morning the shepherd would stand at the gate 

and call out to his sheep by the names he had given them. They would 

perk up at the sound of his voice and follow him through the gate into 

the pasture. A devoted shepherd would even sleep on the ground 

across the opening of the sheep pen during the night to protect his 

flock. The shepherd literally became the gate for the sheep, by laying 

down his life for the sheep. 

The opening to the sheep pen distinguished true and good 

shepherds from thieves and robbers. You can always tell a shepherd by 

the way he gets into the sheep pen. True shepherds entered through 

the gate in broad daylight in full view of the gatekeeper. False 

shepherds and thieves slip over the fence at night. Jesus distinguishes 

true pastors from false ones. Those who preach Jesus Christ crucified 

and risen for the forgiveness of sins and who guide people to the still 

water of Baptism and to the rich pastureland of the Word and 

Sacrament are true shepherds. Those who preach themselves and 



“Shepherds and their sheep” Easter 4A John 10:1-10 

P a g e  | 2 

 

guide people to their own methods and means and self-chosen works 

are false shepherds. Jesus was speaking of the Pharisees, who had 

condemned Him for healing a blind man on the Sabbath. Instead of 

leading the people to Jesus, they were leading the people to trust their 

own commandment-keeping as the way of salvation. 

The gate to Jesus' sheep pen is narrow. It is as narrow as the cross 

on which Jesus hung on that dark Friday we call "good." The wood of 

the gate is blood stained, reddened by the blood of Jesus Christ that 

cleanses us from all sin. To be brought through that gate of Jesus' death 

and resurrection is to be cleansed by His blood. 

The image of the sheep pen is a beautiful picture of the church as 

it is in the world. The believers in Christ are brought in out of the world, 

rescued from certain death and damnation, through the gate of Jesus' 

death and resurrection. They are in the world but no longer of the 

world. In the sheep pen they are cared for and fed by their shepherd. 

They are guarded against false shepherds and wolves. He feeds them. 

He calls out to them. They hear His voice. Then they go out in Jesus' 

name, through Him into the world to live out their lives in the work God 

has called them too do in the world. The sheep are never apart from 

their Shepherd and He is never apart from them. So, we, like sheep, are 

gathered in the sheep pen of the church and then are lead out into our 

everyday lives by Jesus the Good Shepherd through the gate of His 

death and resurrection. 

But beware - wolves and thieves are in abundance. They are all 

around us, trying to scale the walls of Zion or tunnel under them. They 

promise life, but instead would rob us of it. There are those who would 

turn you inward to your believing, to your piety, to your feelings, to 

your works, to yourself, and away from Jesus and His blood bought 

gifts. As if a sheep could shepherd itself! These are the wolves and 

thieves that Jesus is talking about. Flee from them and do not follow 
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them, he says. They do not come through the gate of Jesus' death and 

resurrection. 

Now, we don't like being associated with sheep. They are 

stubborn rather helpless, and prone to wandering. That's the rugged 

individualism of our old sinful nature at work, the elevation of our 

selves over each other and the community. We are not content with 

the idea of sheep pen with a single door. We prefer more open 

comfortable confines - our own private pens, where we won't have to 

rub elbows too closely with our fellow sheep. Or no pen at all, and no 

shepherd. But that's not how Christ shepherds His flock. The same 

Spirit of Christ who calls us by the Gospel also gathers us together in 

one sheep pen under one shepherd, around one Word and Sacrament. 

Sheep without sheep pen and shepherd scatter. They go their 

own way - individualized and isolated. It is a profound sadness when 

that happens. When we are isolated from the spoken Word and the 

Sacrament, when we are cut off from Christ's voice calling out to us in 

Baptism, in the spoken forgiveness, in the preached Word, in the Lord's 

Supper, we will quickly forget the sound of free forgiveness and 

become easy targets for the peddlers of false faiths and the devil who 

prowls this world like a hungry lion looking for someone to devour.  

Sheep cut off from their shepherd are readily devoured. Cut off 

from Jesus and his gifts we will be consumed by the idols and false 

shepherds that take His place. And there are always idols and false 

shepherds eager to take Jesus' place. We can be devoured by our work 

and endless pursuit of power and riches. We can be consumed by our 

play, by the mindless pursuit of pleasure, by materialism and greed, by 

intoxicants and immorality. We can be devoured by the ecstasies and 

excesses of false worship that set before us a different way than the 

way of Jesus' death and resurrection. The very things that promise us 

life in abundance turn out in the end to be wolves and thieves that rob 

us of life. 
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Jesus came that we might have life, and to have it abundantly. 

Jesus died to destroy the death that threatens our lives. He bore our 

sins in his own body on the tree. He died our death and rose from the 

dead, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness as sheep of 

His pasture. Jesus is our healing Shepherd. "By His wounds we are 

healed." His blood is a healing balm by which we are healed from sin, 

healed from death, healed from the power of the devil, healed from a 

guilty conscience and slavery to our own nature. The greatest freedom 

we can have in this life is to be pushed through the narrow gate of 

Jesus' death and resurrection, penned up in Jesus' sheep pen, to live 

under Him in His kingdom, to be under the watchful gaze of the 

crucified and risen Shepherd and Bishop of our souls. 

Jesus is the door to eternal life, the only door. His death and 

resurrection is the only path that leads to eternal life. One day he will 

stand at the gate and call each of us again by name, as He has already 

called us in Baptism, as He continues to call us through His Word. We 

will hear His voice and follow Him through His death and resurrection, 

and He will raise us clothed with His immortality, never to suffer, never 

to die again.  

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 


