
The Third and 
Fourth Petitions
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Consider This

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

What does this mean? 

The good and gracious will of God is done 
even without our prayer, but we pray in this 
petition that it may be done among us also. 

How is God’s will done?

God’s will is done when He breaks and 
hinders every evil plan and purpose of the 
devil, the world, and our sinful nature, which 
do not want us to hallow God’s name or let 
His kingdom come; and when He strengthens 
and keeps us firm in His Word and faith until 
we die. This is His good and gracious will. 

I can understand how God’s will is that I and all people come to know Him as our Father,  

realize His daily gifts, and learn to use those gifts with thanksgiving. 

Give us this day our daily bread.

Give us today our daily bread.

What does this mean? 

God certainly gives daily bread to everyone 
without our prayers, even to all evil people, but 
we pray in this petition that God would lead us 
to realize this and to receive our daily bread 
with thanksgiving.

What is meant by daily bread?

Daily bread includes everything that has to do 
with the support and needs of the body, such 
as food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, home, 
land, animals, money, goods, a devout hus-
band or wife, devout children, devout workers, 
devout and faithful rulers, good government, 
good weather, peace, health, self-control, good 
reputation, good friends, faithful neighbors, 
and the like.

What Is God’s Will for Me? 

Each part of the Lord’s Prayer works with the others. Read Questions 261 and 262. Then, read 

the following flow chart, and fill out—in your own words—what God’s will for us is in light of His plan 

for us as His creatures. 

Introduction: Our Father who art in heaven

Because God has made me His child in Christ . . .

First Petition: Hallowed be Thy name 

And because God is perfect and holy . . .

Second Petition: Thy kingdom come

And because God rules over all creation as King . . .

The Third Petition: Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven 

God’s will is that I pray for_______________________________________

God’s will is that _______________________________________________
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THE THIRD AND FOURTH PETITIONS

TIMELESS TRUTH

God invites me, His redeemed child, to daily receive His gifts and commend 

my life to His care. 

LESSON FOCUS 

The confirmands will understand how God’s will is that all people come to 

know Him as their Father, realize His daily gifts, and learn to receive those gifts 

with thanksgiving.

Question 261 is a big 

question with a big eternal 

meaning. In this petition, we 

pray that God would hinder 

the plans of the devil, the 

world, and our sinful flesh 

that run counter to His will, 

and change our will so that 

it agrees with His will. 

This is a review. You should 
know this!

Here are some examples: 

God’s will is that I pray for 

all people to come to faith 

and that He would not allow 

anything to take faith from 

us. God’s will is also that we 

remain in faith all our lives 

by His Word. 



How Does God Do This?

Read Question 263. Next to each of the images below, write down a word or two describing 

how God’s will is done in creation for both A and B in the Explanation. 
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How Does God Break and Hinder Satan’s Evil Plans in the World? 

God desires to break and remove temptations that Satan puts in our path so that we can follow 

God’s plan for the world: that we love Him and our neighbor. But hasn’t Jesus already conquered 

Satan’s power on the cross? Why does Satan still tempt us, and why should we pray that God would 

remove those temptations from us? 

Read Question 264. In the diagram below, in your own words, write out the two ways we see 

how Satan is defeated now and how Satan’s power over us will finally be defeated.

How is Satan already defeated? How will Satan finally be defeated? 

Digging Deeper

A

Think about It . . .

Is it easy or difficult to think of Satan and his demons planning evil in the world? Why?

Does this help you understand how Satan has been defeated and yet still plans evil in the world? 

Why or why not?

Knowing what we have learned . . .

1. God’s desire is that Satan, the world, and our sinful flesh not be allowed to take away our faith;

2. God desires to hinder the plans of Satan and strengthen our faith by His Word and Sacraments; 

and

3. Satan’s defeat was begun at the cross and will be finished at Jesus’ glorious return

B

If you are having issues 
understanding, go ahead 
and ask your parents. If 
they also have issues, then 
make sure you contact 
pastor Mayer!

Optional Question: Why is 

it important for us to pray 

that God’s will be done? 

If you have questions, go 

back to Questions 126–130 

for more information about 

angels. The central idea, 

though, is that there are 

forces that go against God’s 

will for His creation and for 

us. Though Satan’s power 

over us has been 

conquered on the cross 

and he cannot win in the 

end, Satan still remains on 

earth, tempting people to 

abandon their faith. This will 

continue until Christ comes 

again to establish His king-

dom of glory on earth. 
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We are content with what we have.

It’s Not Fair! (No, Really, It Isn’t.)

Do you ever wonder why God gives “bad” people food, homes, cars, and other things in life? 

They don’t deserve those things! God isn’t being fair! No, He’s not. And thank goodness He’s 

not—because we don’t deserve those things either. “For all have sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God” (Romans 3:23). God has mercy on us sinners and provides for both believers and 

unbelievers. He cares for His entire creation. (See Question 269.)

What do we pray for in the Fourth petition?

Looking at Question 272, pick a Bible verse from each section (A, B, and C) that talks about 

what we pray in this petition, and write the Bible reference next to the picture that goes with it.

We look to God for all we need without worrying.

We thank God for all our blessings.

thank  you

NOTE: There is nothing that 

we can do to deserve 

anything that God gives us. 

He is not going to bless us 

more because we pray to 

Him all the time or go to 

church every Sunday. God 

blesses us out of His great 

love and mercy for us, as the 

explanation of the First 

Article of the Apostles’ 

Creed states: “All this He 

does only out of fatherly, 

divine goodness and mercy, 

without any merit or worthi-

ness in me. For all this it is 

my duty to thank and 

praise, serve and obey Him.”

If any you struggle with 

reading, have a parent read 

them aloud or listen on 

esv.org

Luther’s Large Catechism 

tells us that in the Fourth 

Petition, we pray that God 

would preserve us from our 

enemy, the devil, who “is 

sorry if anyone has a morsel 

of bread from God and eats 

it in peace” (LC III 81).



 Connections
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God doesn’t rain down manna every day for us. Instead, how does He give us our daily bread? 

Look at Question 273, and draw or jot down your answer below.

Helping Hands

Because we live in a fallen world, there are people who do not have all that they need. God de-

sires that we share with others the blessings He has given to us. 

How can you help others in need?

Brainstorm ideas for ways you can help, either through a group service project or individually, 

and jot them below.

Think about It . . .

Are there times when you forget to thank God for His blessings? Do you sometimes com-

plain about what you need or think you need? What could you do instead?

Work with your parents on 
this one if possible

There are many ways to 
help. What are some ways in 
which we can show love to 
others in a social setting, 
helping with their physical 
needs?

MEMORY WORK

Don't forget to check the website for your memory work for next week.
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