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THE FIFTH AND SIXTH PETITIONS

TIMELESS TRUTH

God invites me, His redeemed child, to daily receive His gifts and commend 

my life to His care. 

LESSON FOCUS 

The confirmands will understand the joy and peace of being forgiven and 

forgiving others as God’s redeemed children, and will also understand the threats 

that tempt them away from the faith and how God equips them to resist those 

temptations through the Word of God.

We build quite the wall, 
don't we?

draw a cross that covers the 

brick wall of sin, with the 

arms of the cross 

reconnecting “God” and 

“humans.”

The Fifth and Sixth 
Petitions
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Consider This

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us.

What does this mean? 

We pray in this petition that our Father in 
heaven would not look at our sins, or deny 
our prayer because of them. We are neither 
worthy of the things for which we pray, nor 
have we deserved them, but we ask that He 
would give them all to us by grace, for we 
daily sin much and surely deserve nothing 
but punishment. So we too will sincerely 
forgive and gladly do good to those who sin 
against us.

I can understand the joy and peace of being forgiven and forgiving others 

as God’s redeemed child, and also the threats that tempt me away from the 

faith and how God equips me to resist those temptations through the Word 

of God.

And lead us not into temptation.

Lead us not into temptation.

What does this mean? 

God tempts no one. We pray in this petition 
that God would guard and keep us so that 
the devil, the world, and our sinful nature 
may not deceive us or mislead us into false 
belief, despair, and other great shame and 
vice. Although we are attacked by these 
things, we pray that we may finally over-
come them and win the victory.

The Problem with Sin

Read or listen to Psalm 

51:1–5. King David wrote this 

psalm as a repentant prayer and 

plea to God for forgiveness after 

his sin with Bathsheba. Why do 

we also need to pray to God 

for forgiveness? Read Question 

277. 

Think about the sins we 

commit every day. Write some of 

them in the bricks below.

Our sins separate us from our holy God. 

But Christ paid for all those sins on the cross. 

Draw a cross that covers the brick wall. Draw the arms of the cross from “God” to “Humans,” 

showing how Jesus’ forgiveness has reconnected us with God, bringing us back into a right relation-

ship with Him. Jesus has covered our sins with His righteousness. See Psalm 32:1–5.
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Digging Deeper

God desires that we forgive others who have sinned against us. Does that mean that our forgive-

ness from God depends on our choosing to forgive others? Does our forgiveness of others need to 

balance God’s forgiveness of us? 

Let’s take a look at God’s Word. Using Questions 278 and 279, answer these questions:

Why has God forgiven me?

How am I able to forgive others?

It’s Not All about Me!

We can’t earn God’s forgiveness by anything that we do. And we can forgive others only be-

cause God has forgiven us. What a relief! It’s all about Jesus.

Write a prayer, draw a picture, or jot down the lyrics of a song, thanking God for His great gift of 

forgiveness and asking Him for the strength and love to forgive others.

God’s forgiveness 

for us

Our forgiveness 

for others

It’s easy to fall into this way 

of thinking—that we need 

to do something in order 

for God to do something 

for us. We may think, “If I 

pray hard enough . . .” or “If 

I have enough faith . . .” or 

“If I’m good enough . . . God 

will do this for me.” But we 

can’t balance the scales. We 

can’t earn God’s favor or 

forgiveness. Understand 

that forgiveness is a free gift 

from our loving God, and 

only through His strength 

can we forgive others.

Once again, if this is too 
hard to read, have your 
parents or siblings read 
this with you/to you.

Romans 3:23–24: “For all 

have sinned and fall short 

of the glory of God, and are 

justified by His grace as a 

gift, through the redemption 

that is in Christ Jesus.”

Ephesians 4:32: “Be kind to 

one another, tenderhearted, 

forgiving one another, as 

God in Christ forgave you.”



U N I T  4—L E S S O N  19

Work with your parents on 
this one. Think about the 

different temptations that 

come from the devil, the 

world, and our flesh.

Flesh means our sinful 
bodies, tainted by sin from 
birth.

We read in 1 Corinthians 

10:12–13 that God is 

faithful, He will not let us 

be tempted beyond what 

we can bear, and He will 

provide the way of escape 

so that we can endure the 

temptation.

If you are stuck: A 

temptation lures and entic-

es a person to do wrong. A 

test measures how a 

person does in a situation.

God tests our faith to 

bring us closer to Him and 

strengthen our faith.

You could  share a time 

when your faith was tested 

and strengthened, or you 

could share a biblical 

example.
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The Trident of Temptation

The devil would like nothing better than to lure God’s children into sin and away from God. We 

ask in the Sixth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer that God would guard us against temptations that come 

from the devil, the world, and our own flesh. See Question 282. In your group, discuss temptations 

that come from the devil, the world, and our own flesh.

Temptation surrounds us. So, is it hopeless? Is it inevitable that we will succumb to temptation? 

Read or listen to 1 Corinthians 10:12–13. Then, jot down God’s promise here:

Our sinful flesh is self-serving 

and pleasure-seeking. What 

kinds of temptations come 

from our own flesh?

The world tempts us to do 

all that is against God’s will. 

It calls evil good and good 

evil. What are some ways the 

world tempts us to do evil?

The devil is called the father of lies. He tempted 

Adam and Eve in the garden with a lie that they 

could be like God. What kinds of lies does the 

devil tempt us with today?

Temptation or Test?

What’s the difference between a temptation and a test?

God never tempts us. However, He does sometimes test our faith. Why? Read Question 284, 

and James 1:12-13. 

Think about It . . .

Share a time when your faith was tested. How did God strengthen you through that 

testing?



MEMORY WORK:

Don't forget your memory work! 

 Connections
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The Armor of God

God doesn’t leave us on our own to resist the temptations of the devil, the world, and our flesh. 

Look at Question 283. What are the armor and weapons that God gives us to stand against the 

devil?

Read together or listen to Ephesians 6:10–18. How does the armor of God help us to stand 

against the attacks of the devil?

Belt of Truth

Breastplate of Righteousness

Gospel of Peace

Shield of Faith

Helmet of Salvation

Sword of the Spirit

Helmet 
of 

Salvation

Belt 
 of 

Truth

Breastplate 
of 

Righteousness

Shield 
of 

Faith

Sword 
of the 
Spirit

Shoes— 
Gospel 

of 
Peace

Work on this with your 
parents. 

God’s truth counters the 

devil’s lies. 

God clothes us with Christ’s 

righteousness, which we 

received when we were 

baptized into Christ.

The Gospel helps us stand 

firm against the devil.

Faith given to us by the 

Holy Spirit protects us from 

the arrows of the evil one.

The helmet of salvation 

guards against doubt from 

the evil one.

The sword of the Spirit is 

the Word of God. Jesus 

used God’s Word to combat 

the temptations of the devil. 

Luther sang of the devil, 

“One little word can fell 

him” (LSB 656:3).
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