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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

One of the big challenges we face during this COVID-19 pandemic is isolation. People who are used to 

their routines of spending time with family and friends are suddenly prevented from that and are made 

virtual prisoners in their own homes. Parents miss their grown children but know they cannot touch 

them. Children cannot hug their grandparents, no matter how desperately they wish to. Friends cannot 

shake hands. We are all isolated, left alone – almost like preschoolers on their first day of school – 

suddenly separated from Mom and Dad. 

This feeling of isolation and separation is not limited to times of pandemic and disaster. Those 

who observe our culture note that there is a growing sense of isolation and loneliness among us. Behind 

our walls and fences and security alarms and internet, we are becoming increasingly lonely and isolated. 

Loneliness is fast becoming a quiet epidemic in our country. Disconnected, isolated, abandoned. 

Loneliness is a major factor in the rise of teenage suicide. Loneliness leads husbands and wives to look 

for romance outside their marriage. It leads singles into misguided relationships and misuse of their 

sexuality. 

We have a need to connect and be connected. "It is not good for man to be alone." God said 

that in the beginning when He made us, and we affirm that with our own behavior. We rush to get the 

mail from the mailbox, or the e-mail and Facebook messages from our computers. Did anyone reach out 

to us? I know people on the internet who send out Facebook messages and emails to people they don't 

really know just to get responses back. We dash dripping wet out of the shower to pick up a ringing 

phone. This is especially the case when we are separated from those we are close to.  

The words of our Gospel text this morning are the words of Jesus spoken to His disciples in the 

upper room on the night He was betrayed to death. He had told His disciples that the hour was 

approaching when He would be taken from their sight. They would no longer see Him or be able to 

touch Him. They were disheartened, frightened and sad. Jesus, whom they had counted on for three 

years, was talking of going away, forever. What would become of them? How would they survive? 

Jesus comforts them with a triune promise. He promises the Holy Spirit, whom He will pray the 

Father to send. He promises that He will come to them to live in them and they in Him. He promises that 

He and the Father would make their dwelling with them. That triune promise of the presence of the 

Spirit, the Son, and the Father is also ours this morning in our hearing. 

Jesus promises the Holy Spirit. "If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will pray 

the Father, and He will give you another Comforter, to be with you forever." Jesus assures them that 

they would never be without His aid and comfort. Until now, Jesus Himself had been their Comforter. He 

was about to die on the cross, and rise from the dead, and withdraw His visible presence to sit in 

majesty at the right hand of God. Yet He promises that they would never be left without comfort and 

help. He would ask the Father to send another Comforter, One who would comfort them with the same 

comfort as Jesus Himself had comforted them.  

First Christ works love in our hearts, then He speaks of our keeping His commandments. "Keep" 

here doesn't mean "obey," in the sense of "follow the rules." It means cling to, guard, or treasure. And 

Jesus' commandments are not like Moses' and the Ten Commandments. Jesus is entirely different from 
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Moses in this respect. We must make a careful distinction between Jesus and Moses, as St. John does in 

the beginning of His Gospel. "The Law came through Moses, but grace and truth came through Christ 

Jesus." Jesus is speaking of his commandments, not the commandments of Moses. He doesn't say, "If 

you love me, you will keep the Ten Commandments or Moses' commandments." Instead He says, "If you 

love me, you will keep my commandments." Jesus commandment is a gift of love. 

The trouble is our sinful nature resists such gifts and refuses to be forgiven. We want to save 

ourselves. We want to deal with God on Moses' terms instead of Christ's terms, according to Moses' 

commandments instead of Christ's. We resort to commandment bookkeeping. There are those who say, 

"It can't be as simple as that. You must obey the ten commandments and walk in them or you will not 

receive the Holy Spirit." Yet consider this: How can anyone even begin to be holy, even for a moment, 

without the Holy Spirit? Deep down, we know we cannot. Even the very blood pumping in your heart is 

tainted with sin. We need the Holy Spirit. 

Not only does Jesus promise to send the Spirit, He promises to be present Himself. "I will not 

leave you desolate; I will come to you." Jesus does not abandon His Church, even though the church 

appears to be orphaned by God in this world. The world can no longer see Jesus, therefore His followers 

appear abandoned and without help in this world. The last the unbelieving world saw of Christ was His 

moment of triumph and victory when He cried out "it is finished" and died. But in His resurrection, Jesus 

appeared only to His disciples, and then only at certain times and places. The world will not see Him 

again until the Last Day when He appears in all His visible splendor and glory. 

But His disciples see him still, now through the eyes of faith. They "see" Him in His Word and 

recognize Him in the Breaking of the Bread. The same Jesus is just as "present" for us today, here in this 

little congregation gathered in His Name to hear His Word, as he was for His disciples in the upper room 

on the night when He was betrayed. His dying and rising and ascending didn't take Him away from us. 

Jesus' session at the right hand of the Father doesn't mean that He isn't here, or the He can't be here 

with us. Jesus is surely present among us, true God and true man, in the fullness of his divinity and his 

humanity, according to His Word.  

Instead Jesus comes to us gently and humbly through His instruments - now in the water of 

baptism, the voice of the pastor in worship. That's how He reaches down to us in our loneliness and 

isolation. He reaches down from the right hand of God and pours water on us in His name and says, 

"You belong to me." He gently lays a hand on our heads and says, "I forgive you." He lives in us by His 

Word; and we live in Him by faith. You are saved because you are in Jesus. And you love Him and cling to 

His commandments because He is in you. 

Not even death can separate us from Christ. It only serves to draw us closer to Him. Because 

Jesus lives, we too shall live. Our death been swallowed up in His death. His life has been put into us. Dr. 

Luther preached that Christians must therefore "learn to ignore death, to despise it through Christ, and 

to fix their thoughts on life alone." Death has been done to death in Jesus. That is sure. It is certain. 

"Because I live," says Jesus, "you will live also." 

With Jesus also comes His Father. "If a man loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will 

love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him." Jesus is in the Father and the Father is 

in Him. Here we must distinguish the persons of the Triune God - the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
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- but we may never divide them or separate them from each other. God is indivisible. Where the Spirit 

is, there Jesus is, there the Father is. 

And so we are in the constant company of the Holy Trinity. Jesus brings us into the triune life of 

God. He prays the Father who sends the Spirit who delivers Jesus who brings us to the Father. We are 

never alone, never apart from God, never isolated, never orphaned, never desolate. We have Jesus' 

promise: I will not leave you desolate; I will come to you. And the Church ever replies: "Come, Lord." 

Amen. 


