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Today is the seventh and last Sunday of the celebration of Easter. 

For seven weeks of Lord's Days we have rejoiced in the resurrection. 

The Paschal candle has been lit. The Good Friday cross has stood in the 

chancel reminding us of the joy of the open tomb. This past Thursday 

we rejoiced in Jesus' ascension to the right hand of the Father forty 

days after His resurrection. Rightly do we sing "alleluia" today, "for the 

Lamb who was slain has begun His reign." From that reign at the right 

hand of Majesty the slain Lamb who lives shepherds His church to 

eternal life by means of His blood outpoured. Next week we will have 

joy of Pentecost and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

Today's Gospel puts us in the upper room on the night when Jesus 

was betrayed into death on the cross. There Jesus did three things for 

His disciples. He presided at the Passover meal of His Body and Blood 

and showed them the meaning of baptismal love and humility by 

washing their feet. He preached a sermon. And He prayed. It's what He 

does for us every Lord's Day. He preaches, presides, and prays. And it is 

that high priestly prayer that Jesus prayed in the upper room on the 

night of His sacrifice that will be our focus this morning. 

Jesus prays. That should not surprise us. Jesus' visible ministry on 

earth was marked by prayer. He prayed alone and with His disciples. He 
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prayed before eating. He prayed in the morning when He arose, and in 

the evening before He lay down. He instructed His disciples to pray. 

But this prayer is different from all other prayers uttered by men. 

This prayer properly deserves to be called the "Lord's Prayer" for only 

the Lord can pray it. All other prayers are from the creature to the 

Creator, from sinful man to the all-holy God. But this prayer is from the 

eternal Son to His Father. Only Jesus can pray this way. Only Jesus can 

say, "I have completed the work you gave me to do." "I have revealed 

your name." "I gave them the words you gave me." "I kept them in your 

Name." Only Jesus, the obedient-unto-death-on-a cross Son of God, can 

pray to His Father on the basis of His own works.  

Jesus prays first for Himself. He prays as the high priest preparing 

to offer His sacrifice. "Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory 

I had with you before the world began." It was Jesus' purpose to bring 

glory to the Father in His own flesh, to reveal the saving knowledge of 

the Father's love by dying on a cross so that the world would come to 

eternal life through His Name. Jesus knew that His glory would mean 

the sacrifice of His own life. He knew that His glory would be His own 

suffering and crucifixion. He knew that before He would be exalted, He 

would be humbled; before He would be glorified He would be crucified; 

before He would be enthroned at the right hand of God, He would be 
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enthroned on the wood of a cross. Jesus knew the price of the Father's 

glory, yet knowing all this He prays, "Father, glorify me." 

Jesus' glory is our salvation. "For the joy set before Him, He 

endured the cross, scorning its shame." His glory is to show us the 

Father's love, to reveal to us His Father's heart and His will to save so 

that our hearts might be turned to Him in faith and live. Jesus 

accomplished that. "God so loved the world that He sent His only Son, 

that whoever believes in Him would not perish but have eternal life." 

"This is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God and 

Jesus Christ, whom you have sent." Jesus did what He was sent to do. 

He did it perfectly. 

Jesus prays for His disciples. He is not praying for the world in 

general, but for those whom the Father had given Him. They were 

ordinary men. Weak, hot-headed, ill-equipped men, men of little faith. 

Men given to wandering, filled with doubt, prone to power struggles. 

They would doze off during Jesus vigil in the garden, much the same 

way we doze off in church. They would flee at the time of His arrest, 

much the same as we flee whenever confessing Christ becomes costly 

or dangerous. Peter, the disciple who so brilliantly confessed Christ, 

would deny even knowing Him, much the same way we deny Christ in 

the way we live our lives before the world. Even on the mountain in 
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Galilee after Jesus' resurrection, when He authorized and 

commissioned these men to make disciples, they doubted Jesus even as 

they worshipped Him, just as our worship is mixed with indifference, 

doubt and despair. These were ordinary men that Jesus was praying 

for. Men like us. They were no more educated than you and I are. They 

were no more pious, holy, or courageous than any of us. They were no 

more gifted with insight. Yet Jesus sent them into the world to preach 

His Gospel, to give out the gifts of His death and resurrection, to make 

disciples of all nations. He sent them clothed with the Name of God and 

armed with His Word. He sent them as sheep among wolves, into a 

world that hated them and wanted them dead, protected only by this 

prayer that Jesus prayed. 

The world that could so easily nail Jesus to a cross, will just easily 

crucify you. Church history tells us that ten of the eleven apostles, all 

but John, died a martyr's death. The church throughout history 

continues to demonstrate that the world hates Christ and continues to 

crucify His body. Do you expect things to be different? Easier? What 

would we do if we were persecuted for confessing Christ? Take up 

arms? Petition our Premier? St. Peter wrote that when you suffer for 

bearing the name of Christ, rejoice that you participate in the sufferings 

of Christ and praise God that you bear His name. 
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God's Name and His Word may not seem like much of a defense, 

not in a world that seems to be having its own way with things. Don't 

let appearances fool you. The cross of Jesus teaches us not to go by 

what we see but by what God says to us. What appears weak to the 

world is in fact strong. What appears foolish is actually wise. What 

appears to be death turns out to be life. Guarded by God's Name and 

His Word you are unshakably defended, because you are covered with 

the glory of Jesus' death and resurrection, the cleansing of His blood, 

and the power of His prayer. 

Jesus prays for His Church. He prays for you. His desire is that you 

be with Him as He is with you, that you rise from your graves to see His 

glory as the Son of God. He wants His Father's love for Him also to be in 

you. He wants to be in you and to dwell among you forever. That is the 

goal of His prayer. 

And so Jesus lifts up His wounded hands unceasingly as your High 

Priest, displaying the wounds of His sacrifice, interceding on your behalf 

before the Father's. He sends you into the world protected by His 

Name, made holy by His Word, and sustained by His constant prayer: 

"Keep them in your Name which you have given me." "Keep them from 

the evil one." "Sanctify them in the truth; thy Word is truth." His prayer 

preserves you until the Day you rise from the dead to eternal life on the 
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Day of His coming. Then you will fully see and know the glory and the 

power of this high priestly prayer that only Jesus can pray. 

In Jesus' name, 

Amen. 


