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I remember back six years ago (although it seems like 100), when I had finally made the decision to 

become a pastor. I called in my boss and my team lead into a meeting, and told them that I was 

following a path God had set before me, and that I was going to be entering the seminary to become a 

pastor. You could easily have heard a pin drop. After about 10 seconds of very palpable silence, my boss 

said, “huh”, and then said “good luck” quickly as he got up and left the room. My team lead also looked 

very uncomfortable and didn’t really say anything except to comment on the weather. This was the last 

time I spoke to either of them. I was able to stay around as a consultant for a few more months after I 

moved to Edmonton to learn Greek and Hebrew, and then I was laid off. Despite having relationships 

with at least 40 people in that company, I never spoke to any of them again. 

 

Following Jesus can be a challenging thing to do. It can lead to uncomfortable moments like the one I 

just described. It can lead to a loss of friendships and close relationships. It can lead to hardships and 

suffering. In our Gospel text, Jesus says that this will unfortunately happen. It is not fun, nor is it easy 

when it does. The message of Jesus’ peace can bring problems. The message of the Savior and salvation 

can bring strife and suffering. Jesus tells us and the disciples this morning that division and suffering will 

happen when we follow Him. 

 

Jesus says, “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have come not to bring peace, 

but a sword.” What a shock this must have been to the disciples. They are sent out to proclaim a 

message of God’s peace and told to let their peace come upon the home that they will stay in. But now 

they hear that their Lord has come to bring a sword. It can be a surprise to us as well as people who 

focus on Jesus’ saving work. It is strange to think that He comes to bring a sword. The Lord wants them 

and us to know that His coming is like a sword that splits people in two: some people will believe and be 

for Him while others will not believe due to sin and stubbornness, and be against Him. There is no fence 

sitting when it comes to Jesus. You are for Him, or you are against Him. There is no middle ground. 

 

As a result, this brings division. Jesus quotes Micah 7 to illustrate His point, and to show the depth of 

this division. The prophet says, “Put no trust in a neighbor; have no confidence in a friend; guard the 

doors of your mouth from her who lies in your arms; for the son treats the father with contempt, the 

daughter rises up against her mother, the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; a man’s enemies 

are the men of his own house.” In Micah’s prophecy, the terrible conflict within families is symptomatic 

of the sinful condition of the people in his day. In a tragically similar way, even though divine peace, 

reconciliation with God, comes to those who are given faith to trust and follow Jesus, conflict will result 

between those family members who refuse to repent and believe in Jesus. It too is a result of the sinful 

condition. 

 

This division is not easy, especially when it is in our family and with close people in our lives. This 

division can be painful as we may have arguments about faith at family parties and gatherings. Perhaps 

it is a family rule to not talk about faith at these events. This division can be devastating as we see 

people in dangerous spots spiritually. The division created by Jesus can be awkward and uncomfortable 
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as you have your beliefs, and someone else has their own that they are not willing to change. This can 

also be hostile. The message of Jesus’ peace creates division, and it creates division to the closest people 

and places in our lives. 

 

Jesus continues by telling us the cost of following Him. He says, “Whoever loves father or mother more 

than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.” 

Jesus mentions two of the important relationships in our lives. He talks about those above us, parents, 

and those below us, children. These two relationships can be among the most cherished and precious in 

our lives. They can also be some of the most sensitive and emotionally charged ones too. Following 

Jesus may cost us these things. 

 

Implied in Jesus’ words is this thought: “You are to love me more.” We are to love our Lord more than 

the cherished and precious people in our lives. Our loyalty to Him is to be greater than that which we 

may show to others. In situations in which we are to pick between our parents, children, other loved 

ones, or Jesus, we are to pick Jesus. When someone says, “Choose me and my ways rather than your 

Jesus and His ways,” we choose Jesus. This is not easy. There can be fallout, fighting, and a constant 

friction in our relationship because of that. Things might never be the same again. 

 

What do we do when that happens? We still love them. Notice what Jesus says. He says, “Whoever loves 

father or mother….and whoever loves son or daughter.” Notice we still love them. We love both Jesus 

and them, but love Jesus more. We make a loving witness to them when they are hostile against us. We 

are to show love when people are upset, and when things are awkward and tense because of this 

division. We show that person the love that Jesus has not only for us, but also for them. Another thing 

we do is pray. We cannot change hearts. Only Jesus through the work of the Holy Spirit can do that. We 

pray for patience as we wait, and we ask for His peace and comfort as we do. We are to love Jesus more 

than the precious relationships in our lives. 

 

We are to also love Him more than the things of this world, and life itself. Jesus says, “And whoever does 

not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me.” The talk of a cross would have been intriguing to 

the disciples. The cross was the vilest way to die in the ancient world. It was considered the epitome of 

suffering and shame. In our Christian life, we will have to bear crosses like this. Following Jesus can bring 

suffering and hardship, maybe even death. We might be ridiculed or mocked for our faith. We might 

lose a promotion at work because of our beliefs, and our beliefs and consciences will be challenged. We 

can lose our jobs, opportunities, the chance to fit-in, all at the cost of following Jesus and believing in 

Him. But our Lord comforts us with these paradoxical words. He says, “Whoever finds his life will lose it, 

and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.” It is in our loss of this life by either suffering, sword, 

and shame for the Savior, that because we cling to Him, that we have life forever. Jesus says that in our 

loss we have the greatest gain and comfort. The cost of following Jesus can be great, but the cost of not 

following Him is even greater. 
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As we wrestle with the division and strife that following Jesus brings, what do we do? Micah said these 

words in his time as he saw the division that sin created: “But as for me, I will look to the LORD; I will 

wait for the God of my salvation; my God will hear me.” In that conflict and strife, he looked to the Lord. 

It is the same for us. We too are to look to the God Who loved us more than His life or the world and all 

it can give. We look to the One Who persevered for us when His family thought that He was crazy and 

should go home. And we look to the One Who bore the cross for us. Jesus endured the suffering and 

shame of it all for you, and for me, to give us His peace. The author of Hebrews says it another way: 

“looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him 

endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.” He gave 

up His life and did it joyfully for you, and for me, and is seated victoriously at God’s right hand. Nothing 

can separate us from Him or that peace, not even a sword. 

In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 


