
“A mother’s love, a saviors promise” Matthew 15:21-28 

 

Grace and Peace to you from our Lord and Saviour, Jesus who is the 

Christ. Amen 

 

Our gospel lesson for today is about two people with love in their 

hearts: Jesus, and the Canaanite woman. At first glance this seems to 

be a harsh account in the life of Jesus, but when we look closely at this 

story, it is really a story about love, the love of a mother for her 

daughter and the love of Jesus for a worried mother and a sick 

daughter. 

 

Jesus had left Jewish lands to go into Gentile lands to be alone, to 

regroup his thoughts, to prepare his disciples for the coming events of 

the cross. He needed to get away from the demanding crowds, for time 

alone, to rest, to teach, to pray to gain strength. So, he went into 

Gentile lands north of Galilee because the Jewish people would not 

follow him there. 

 

But while in this land, a Gentile woman come to him begging him to 

heal her daughter. Jesus’ fame must have even spread into lands that 

he had not even visited. This woman had so much faith in a man that 

she had never met that she was pleading him to say the words and her 

sick daughter at would be made well. 

 

Notice at first Jesus ignores her. He says, "I was sent only to the lost 

sheep of the house of Israel." Jesus knew he was sent to the Jews first. 

He knew he would have to first convince them he was the saviour of 

the world before he could work in the Gentile lands. 
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But notice the response of this woman. The text says, “But she came 

and knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, help me.’” The woman falls at 

Jesus’ knees in an act of worship, calling him lord. This was her brief 

confession of faith, this was her acknowledging that she knew in her 

heart that Jesus was the Lord, the Messiah, the chosen one of God. 

 

Then comes the most perplexing statement that Jesus makes when he 

says, "It is not fair to take the children’s bread and throw it to the 

dogs." This seems to be an insult, for the Jewish people considered 

these Canaanite people to be like dogs, so Jesus was saying is it fair to 

take what was supposed to be given to the Jesus first and give it to the 

Gentiles. 

 

I imagine Jesus said this harsh statement with a smile on his face and in 

a quiet tone, only to test this woman’s faith. Our translation does not 

include it, the Greek word used here most closely means “pet”. Jesus 

was trying to say she was not like the dogs that roam the streets, but 

she was like the family dog. He was including her in the family of 

believers. 

 

Notice the woman’s response, she caught Jesus’ subtle hint and says: 

"Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their 

masters’ table." She was saying again, yes I understand who you are, 

but even though I am not Jewish, I still believe you are the Christ, the 

chosen one sent form God to save the world. 
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So Jesus says: “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you 

desire.” And the last verse of the text says as if we needed to read that 

“And her daughter was healed instantly.” 

 

Jesus praised this woman’s faith and devotion. Her faith in Jesus, her 

blind faith, her unwavering faith, her persistent faith. And Jesus praised 

her devotion, her love for her daughter that gave her the courage to 

come to Jesus in the first place, to be persistent, to not take no for an 

answer. 

 

This is a great story about love and faith. A mother’s love for her 

daughter and a mother’s faith in a saviour she has only met this one 

time, but a faith that allowed her to act. 

 

Even though Jesus was subtle in his acknowledgement of her and her 

faith at the beginning of the conversation, she knew in herself that she 

was worthy, that she had faith. And that faith drove her on. 

 

"A well-known speaker started off his seminar by holding up a twenty 

dollar bill. In the room of 200, he asked, "Who would like this $20 bill?" 

Hands started going up. 

 

He said, "I am going to give this $20 to one of you, but first let me do 

this. He proceeded to crumple the $20 dollar bill up. He then asked, 

"Who still wants it?" Still the hands were up in the air. 
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Well, he replied, "What if I do this?" And he dropped it on the ground 

and started to grind it into the floor with his shoe. He picked it up, now 

crumpled and dirty. "Now, who still wants it?" Still the hands went into 

the air. 

 

"My friends, we have all learned an unbelievably valuable lesson. No 

matter what was done to the money, you still wanted it because it did 

not decrease in value. It was still worth $20. 

 

"Many times in our lives, we are dropped, crumpled, and ground into 

the dirt by the decisions we make and the circumstances that come our 

way. We feel as though we are worthless. 

 

"But no matter what has happened or what will happen, you will never 

lose your value. Dirty or clean, crumpled or finely creased, you are still 

priceless to those who DO love you. The worth of our lives comes not in 

what we do or who we know, but by WHO WE ARE. 

 

"You are special - Don’t EVER forget it." 

 

Who are you? A person of faith? A person who believes in the saving 

grace of Christ through the cross of Calvary? Do you feel special 

because of Christ in your life? 

 

Would you have had the faith of that mother to keep after Jesus? 
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She probably heard about Jesus, and had faith enough to be willing to 

put the life of her daughter on the line. She trusted Him to heal her 

daughter, even though he could not see her. 

 

The Christian faith enables us to face life not because we can see, but 

with the certainty that we are seen; not that we know all the answers, 

but that we are known. Knowing that the master calls us to His table 

again and again, we should be bold to live the life of believers, sharing 

our faith and love with those around us. 

 

Amen 


