
“The answer to the Law…” Matthew 22:34-46 

 

 Dear people loved by God in Christ, who is Love Incarnate: 

 

One of the first things we learn in catechism instruction is that the 

Bible really consists of only two teachings: the Law and the Gospel. I 

always ensure that my students learn the handy way to remember 

what Law and Gospel are, SOS. For the Law, SOS = it Shows Our Sins. For the Gospel, SOS = it Shows Our Savior. But it isn’t just something 
to learn at the beginning. Because the subject of Law and Gospel 

permeates the Bible, it also permeates the catechism. 

 

So the first chief part in the catechism, the first subject, is the Ten 

Commandments – Law. The second chief part, the Creed, is the 

Gospel. Even in the sacraments, Law and Gospel are a key to 

understanding what they are. For example, in some churches 

Baptism is Law – a work you do – whereas the Bible clearly shows 

that Baptism is Gospel – a gift from God, washing away sins, God saving and giving eternal life. In the Lord’s Supper, does Jesus say a 
word of Law? No! Only Gospel: “for you … for the remission of sins.”  
So, this is a key to unlocking Scripture: Law and Gospel. But what is 

Holy Scripture? It is where God reveals Himself. So, understanding 

Law and Gospel is really a key to understanding God Himself.  

 This is what we see in today’s gospel lesson. The Pharisees come to 
Jesus thinking they are engaging in debate about a textbook. They 

loved playing this game about the Law. They had counted up 348 

positive com-mands and 265 negative prohibitions, to come up with 

a total of 613 laws. They asked a supposedly unanswerable 

question: “Which is the greatest” out of 613? They thought they 

knew a lot about this. When the gospels say one of them was “an 
expert in the law,” it’s somewhat tongue-in-cheek. It is reflecting 

that this is what the Pharisees and scribes considered them-selves, 

and therefore the common people – Jesus’ disciples among them – 
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thought this way too: “Those are the experts who really know God’s 
Law.”  
 

But what we see in this story is that they did not understand the Law – 

or the Gospel. The Gospel is not a creation of the New Testament; 

there is clear Gospel in the Old Testament too, all the beautiful 

promises of Christ. Jesus reveals here that – as much memorizing of the 

Law as they had done – they did not know or understand the Law at all. 

Then He shows what’s even worse, that they did not know the Gospel. 

So, they didn’t understand Scripture. More to the point, they did not 
know God and what He is really like. 

When Jesus answers them, first He says something they would agree 

with: “ ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with 

all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the first and great 

commandment.” He was quoting Deuteronomy 6:5, a verse they all 

knew by heart. Of course, they would retort that they do love God. 

So Jesus says, “And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.’ ”  
 

This makes sense to us. These two commands sum up the Ten Commandments: “love God” summarizing the first three and “love your neighbor” the last seven. But see what Jesus is doing, in the 
words: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” In John’s 
Gospel and in 1 John this is called the “new command,” to love one 

another. This is harder. This is where people see your love for God: 

how you show it to others. To whom were the Pharisees not 

showing love at that moment? To Jesus. They hated Him. To people 

hating their fellow man – Jesus – He says: “You shall love.”  
 

Jesus reveals that the Law is not on its own. The Law is about love. Love is God’s nature. The Law is in harmony with God’s nature. But 
this also shows how the Law always accuses and always condemns. 

It shows up in the absence of love from your actions. It makes you 
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ask: “Do I love God with all my heart? Do I show this in how I feel 
about others and act toward them?”  
 

This is the chief function of the Law, to be a mirror in which you see 

yourself as you really are. I want to love God with all my heart, but do I? My actions show that I don’t. An old Lutheran commentary 
says that loving your neighbor as yourself means that you are doing 

what pleases him; avoiding what hurts him. We don’t do that very 
often.  

 

See, what the Law does is, it prevents love from being generic and non-

specific. Instead of letting you get away with thinking you’re a loving 
person, that you just love mankind, the Ten Commandments give you 

specific things to do for specific people – not just people you would 

choose. To have to help a person who’s rude to you. To have to honor a 
governmental leader you don’t like. To defend a person who does 
dumb things and whom everyone else is critical of. To speak well of 

someone who talks foolishly. 

So when you examine your life in the bright mirror of the Law, it can only show you a failure to love. If love is God’s nature, then we are 
so far from God and His true nature. This makes you uncomfortable.  

But the good news is that this whole part of the question – the 

question of the Law – is asked of Jesus. The question does not make 

Jesus uncomfortable. Why? He is about providing comfort for guilty 

sinners.  

 

This is what His question is about: “What do you think about the 
Christ? Whose Son is He?” He has God’s nature. He is Love. He 
came down from heaven to take our human nature, precisely because in our sin we are so far from God’s nature and from being 
like Him, we are so far from love. So, Jesus came down, as David’s Lord, to bring us near, to be made the Son of David, David’s human 
descendant – true man, born of the virgin Mary. Fully God and fully 
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man. The Bible reveals that only a true man could die for us and 

have it count, and our sins could only be successfully paid for by one 

who was perfect and never sinned, as only one who is true God can 

do.  

 

What this says is that, if God is Love, of course Jesus Christ is Love, 

because He is God. But now He is also Love Incarnate – Divine Love 

in human flesh. He is your Savior from sin. He is the answer to the 

Law.  

 If the Law is love, and you can’t fulfill it; but Jesus is Love, and He 
fulfilled it for you, then the Law brings you to Jesus. As a forgiven 

sinner – one whom the Law has made desperate to receive 

forgiveness – you say of Him and to Him and through Him, not only 

“You are David’s Son and David’s God,” but more: “You are my Savior, 
my Hope, and my All” 

 

By faith you receive this Love Incarnate, Jesus, into yourself, in Baptism 

and in the Word and in His Supper. You are filled by love, that is, by 

Himself. Then this love is a power in your life. You are captured by His 

love. You are given over to Him, and He gives you to your neighbor so 

that you can give this love to them, not in big ways necessarily, but in 

little things found in the Ten Commandments. The Law is something 

you only do with His help, who did it perfectly for you. He is Love 

Incarnate. You, who are far from God in your sin, He brings close 

through forgiveness, and then your nature is one with Him. As you are 

connected to Him, you – who are unable to do the love the Law 

demands – are able to do it in the way He wants, only with His help. 

Amen! 


