
“A matter of debt” Matthew 18:21–35 

 

For just a moment, I’d like you to think back to our Divine Worship 

services that have communion. What do we do at the beginning, after 

our opening hymn? We hear something that ties in directly to the 

Gospel message today: "…and in the stead and by the command of my 

Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit." “All your sins," as in seventy 
times seven and then some. 

To explain the significance and importance of this to Peter and the 

disciples, Jesus tells a parable that compares the kingdom of heaven to 

a king who wished to settle accounts with his servants. He had a plan to 

settle the servant's account. 

24When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed 

him ten thousand talents. 25And since he could not pay, his master 

ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, 

and payment to be made. 26So the servant fell on his knees, imploring 

him, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.' 

Where does the servant go wrong? You may answer, in not 

forgiving. And this is true enough. But it begins with his own refusal of 

forgiveness in saying he will pay back everything. For this is what he has 

in mind in demanding his debtors repay him. 

In essence, the servant is not letting the master be who and what 

he is—a merciful and gracious lord. This is what the kingdom of heaven 

is for us—the place of refuge where there is nothing but forgiveness for 

us because God is nothing but merciful to those seek Him for relief 

from their suffering, and nothing but gracious to those who implore 

Him to give them whatever is needed to live both now and forever with 

Him in His kingdom. 
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Notice what the servant in Jesus' parable doesn't do. He does not 

confess his sin. He does not admit he has wronged his master and 

thanklessly taken everything the master has done for him for granted 

as something that he was entitled to. He does not recognize, let alone 

appeal to the merciful nature of his master; or think that he would be 

gracious enough to grant him forgiveness He does not beg for mercy. 

He does not flee to his master for refuge. 

What does he do instead? He makes a promise that is impossible 

to keep, a vow he would never be able to fulfill. So the servant fell on 

his knees, imploring him, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay you 

everything.' In false humility before his master and in denial of the 

reality of his own situation, the servant insists on what amounts to 

saving himself from a state of bankruptcy. 

Of course, this leaves the servant in a position of having to figure 

out a scheme to get himself out of his own mess—an impossible task. 

And his master knows it. 

Out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and 

forgave him the debt. Pity is different from mercy. It is what Jesus had 

over Jerusalem when He wept over the people there: "Would that you, 

even you, had known on this day the things that make for peace! But 

now they are hidden from your eyes." Luke 19:42 The master knew he 

was releasing his servant to an impossible task, even to his own 

destruction. But he gave his servant exactly what he asked for. 

And the servant proceeds to do the only thing that Is really left for 

him to do—act in the manner and out of the nature he assumes of his 

master. For you see that is the ultimate sin—not trusting the master. So 

the servant goes out and does precisely what he fears will happen to 

him. That's what it’s like when you live apart from forgiveness. That's 

life outside of the kingdom of heaven and God's grace – that is life in 
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debt. The debt we owe has been handed down to us, and we add to it 

day by day. Here we see how true it is that each of us is "chief of 

sinners." 

Back to the master's plan. 24When he began to settle, one was 

brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25And since he 

could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and 

children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 

Who is it that has paid our debt, that is, to whom has the master 

sold us His servants? It is Jesus Christ, our Lord—which means master. 

He has paid our debt. He has redeemed (bought us back) us, purchased 

and won us from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil, 

not with gold or silver, but with His holy precious blood and His 

innocent suffering and death that we may be his own and live under 

Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, 

innocence, and blessedness. 

So we pray, "Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us." 

 

Recite together 5th Petition of the Lord's Prayer from LSB, p. 324. 

 

"And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 

us;" 

 

"What does this mean? We pray in this petition that our Father in 

heaven would not look at our sins, or deny our prayer because of them. 

We are neither worthy of the things for which we pray, nor have we 

deserved them, but we ask that He would give them all to us by grace, 
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for we daily sin much and surely deserve nothing but punishment. So 

we too will sincerely forgive and gladly do good to those who sin 

against us." 

We live in a kingdom of forgiveness—God's forgiveness for Jesus' sake. 

As we are forgiven, we forgive. Likewise, as we forgive, we are forgiven. 

The forgiveness is a gift to us that bears fruit in our lives. It is that which 

unites us to Christ, and so united with Him we live the life He has given 

to us—the life of forgiveness. Imperfectly it is true. But we live it 

nonetheless because it is what He gives us to do in His Word and 

Sacrament. 

 

Yes, God says, "I Had Mercy on You." And in this mercy is the kingdom 

of heaven. For the kingdom of heaven is the kingdom in which our dear 

Lord forgives you all your sins and gives you eternal life—in the name of 

the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 


