
Reading Proverbs 8:11–22 

L A reading from Proverbs, the eighth chapter. 

  

For wisdom is better than jewels, 

 and all that you may desire cannot compare with her. 

“I, wisdom, dwell with prudence, 
 and I find knowledge and discretion. 

The fear of the LORD is hatred of evil. 

Pride and arrogance and the way of evil 

 and perverted speech I hate. 

I have counsel and sound wisdom; 

 I have insight; I have strength. 

By me kings reign, 

 and rulers decree what is just; 

by me princes rule, 

 and nobles, all who govern justly. 

I love those who love me, 

 and those who seek me diligently find me. 

Riches and honor are with me, 

 enduring wealth and righteousness. 

My fruit is better than gold, even fine gold, 

 and my yield than choice silver. 

I walk in the way of righteousness, 

 in the paths of justice, 

granting an inheritance to those who love me, 

 and filling their treasuries. 

“The LORD possessed me at the beginning of his work, 

 the first of his acts of old.” 

  

Reading Psalm 111 

Praise the LORD! 

I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 

 in the company of the upright, in the congregation. 

Great are the works of the LORD, 

 studied by all who delight in them. 



Full of splendor and majesty is his work, 

 and his righteousness endures forever. 

He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered; 

 the LORD is gracious and merciful. 

He provides food for those who fear him; 

 he remembers his covenant forever. 

He has shown his people the power of his works, 

 in giving them the inheritance of the nations. 

The works of his hands are faithful and just; 

 all his precepts are trustworthy; 

they are established forever and ever, 

 to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness. 

He sent redemption to his people; 

 he has commanded his covenant forever. 

 Holy and awesome is his name! 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 

 all those who practice it have a good understanding. 

 His praise endures forever! 

 

Reading Philippians 3:17–21 

 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according 

to the example you have in us. For many, of whom I have often told you and now 

tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. Their end is 

destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set 

on earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, 

the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious 

body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself. 

 

Reading Matthew 22:15–22 

 Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle [Jesus] in his talk. And 

they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we 
know that you are true and teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care 

about anyone’s opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances. Tell us, then, 
what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” But Jesus, aware of 
their malice, said, “Why put me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin for 



the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. And Jesus said to them, “Whose 
likeness and inscription is this?” They said, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, 
“Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things 
that are God’s.” When they heard it, they marveled. And they left him and went 

away. 

 


