
Pastor’s Welcome 

 

368 Angels We Have Heard on High (Songbook #2) 

1 Angels we have heard on high, 

    Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply, 

    Echoing their joyous strains. Refrain 

 

ref Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

    Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 

    Which inspire your heav’nly song? Refrain 

 

3 Come to Bethlehem and see 

    Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee 

    Christ the Lord, the newborn King. Refrain 
Text: Public domain 

 

Reading Isaiah 7:10–14 

 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 
But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” And he said, “Hear then, O house of 
David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give 

you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” 

 

361 O Little Town of Bethlehem (Songbook #26) 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, 

    How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

    The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

    The everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

    Are met in thee tonight. 

 

2 For Christ is born of Mary, 

    And, gathered all above 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep 

    Their watch of wond’ring love. 
O morning stars, together 

    Proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing to God the king 

    And peace to all the earth! 

 



3 How silently, how silently 

    The wondrous gift is giv’n! 
So God imparts to human hearts 

    The blessings of His heav’n. 
No ear may hear His coming; 

    But in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive Him, still 

    The dear Christ enters in. 

 

4 O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

    Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, 

    Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

    The great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 

    Our Lord Immanuel! 
Text: Public domain 

 

Reading Psalm 110:1–4 

The LORD says to my Lord: 

 “Sit at my right hand, 
until I make your enemies your footstool.” 

The LORD sends forth from Zion 

 your mighty scepter. 

 Rule in the midst of your enemies! 

Your people will offer themselves freely 

 on the day of your power, 

 in holy garments; 

from the womb of the morning, 

 the dew of your youth will be yours. 

The LORD has sworn 

 and will not change his mind, 

“You are a priest forever 

 after the order of Melchizedek.” 

 

364 Away in a Manger (Songbook #25) 

1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 

The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, 

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 

And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

 



3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 

Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 

And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Reading 1 John 4:7–16 

 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows 

God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. In this the love of God was made 

manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is 

love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one 

another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 

 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen 

and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is 

the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. So we have come to know and to believe the love that 

God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 

 

379 O Come, All Ye Faithful (Songbook #3) sts. 1, ref, 2–4 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 

Joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold Him 

Born the king of angels: Refrain 

 

ref O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

    Christ the Lord! 

 

2 Highest, most holy, 

Light of Light eternal, 

Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 

Son of the Father 

Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 

 

3 Sing, choirs of angels, 

Sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God 

In the highest: Refrain 

 

4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 

Born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n! 
Word of the Father 

Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 
Text: Public domain 



 

Reading Matthew 1:18–25 

 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, 

before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, 

being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered 

these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not 
fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, 

and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what 
the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
 and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded 

him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

 

387 Joy to the World (Songbook #23) 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

    Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 

    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

    Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

    Repeat the sounding joy, 

    Repeat the sounding joy, 

    Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow 

    Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 

    Far as the curse is found, 

    Far as the curse is found, 

    Far as, far as the curse is found. 

 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace 

    And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 

    And wonders of His love, 

    And wonders of His love, 

    And wonders, wonders of His love. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Pastor's Message 

 



388 Go Tell It on the Mountain (Songbook #24) 

ref Go tell it on the mountain, 

Over the hills and ev’rywhere; 
Go tell it on the mountain 

That Jesus Christ is born! 

 

1 While shepherds kept their watching 

O’er silent flocks by night, 
Behold, throughout the heavens 

There shone a holy light. Refrain 

 

2 The shepherds feared and trembled 

When lo, above the earth 

Rang out the angel chorus 

That hailed our Savior’s birth. Refrain 

 

3 Down in a lonely manger 

The humble Christ was born; 

And God sent us salvation 

That blessèd Christmas morn. Refrain 
Text: Public domain 

 

Prayer 

 

363 Silent Night, Holy Night (Songbook #6) sts. 1–3 

1 Silent night, holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

    Sleep in heavenly peace, 

    Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

2 Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
    Christ, the Savior, is born! 

    Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 

3 Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 

    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 
Text: Public domain 
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