Additional Psalms

Psalm 4; antiphon: v. 8

Answer Me When I Call
1Answer

me when I call, O God of my righteousness!
You have given me relief when I was | in distress.*
Be gracious to me and | hear my prayer!

2O

men, how long shall my honor be turned | into shame?*
How long will you love vain words and seek | after lies?
3But know that the LORD has set apart the godly | for himself;*
the LORD hears when I | call to him.
4Be

angry, and | do not sin;*
ponder in your own hearts on your beds, and be | silent.
5Offer right sacri- | fices,*
and put your trust | in the LORD.
6There

are many who say, “Who will show | us some good?*
Lift up the light of your face upon us, | O LORD!”
7You have put more joy | in my heart*
than they have when their grain and | wine abound.
8In

peace I will both lie | down and sleep;*
for you alone, O LORD, make me dwell in | safety.

Reading

Jeremiah 26:1–15

Jeremiah Threatened with Death
1In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, this
word came from the LORD: 2“Thus says the LORD: Stand in the court of the LORD’s
house, and speak to all the cities of Judah that come to worship in the house of
the LORD all the words that I command you to speak to them; do not hold back a
word. 3It may be they will listen, and every one turn from his evil way, that I may
relent of the disaster that I intend to do to them because of their evil deeds. 4You
shall say to them, ‘Thus says the LORD: If you will not listen to me, to walk in my
law that I have set before you, 5and to listen to the words of my servants the
prophets whom I send to you urgently, though you have not listened, 6then I will
make this house like Shiloh, and I will make this city a curse for all the nations of
the earth.’”

7The

priests and the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking
these words in the house of the LORD. 8And when Jeremiah had finished speaking
all that the LORD had commanded him to speak to all the people, then the priests
and the prophets and all the people laid hold of him, saying, “You shall die! 9Why
have you prophesied in the name of the LORD, saying, ‘This house shall be like
Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate, without inhabitant’?” And all the people
gathered around Jeremiah in the house of the LORD.
10When the officials of Judah heard these things, they came up from the king’s
house to the house of the LORD and took their seat in the entry of the New Gate
of the house of the LORD. 11Then the priests and the prophets said to the officials
and to all the people, “This man deserves the sentence of death, because he has
prophesied against this city, as you have heard with your own ears.”
12Then Jeremiah spoke to all the officials and all the people, saying, “The LORD
sent me to prophesy against this house and this city all the words you have
heard. 13Now therefore mend your ways and your deeds, and obey the voice of
the LORD your God, and the LORD will relent of the disaster that he has
pronounced against you. 14But as for me, behold, I am in your hands. Do with me
as seems good and right to you. 15Only know for certain that if you put me to
death, you will bring innocent blood upon yourselves and upon this city and its
inhabitants, for in truth the LORD sent me to you to speak all these words in your
ears.”

Reading

Ephesians 5:1–9

Walk in Love
1Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2And walk in love, as
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to
God.
3But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be
named among you, as is proper among saints. 4Let there be no filthiness nor
foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be
thanksgiving. 5For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral
or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the
kingdom of Christ and God. 6Let no one deceive you with empty words, for
because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.
7Therefore do not associate with them; 8for at one time you were darkness, but

now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9(for the fruit of light is
found in all that is good and right and true).

Reading

Luke 11:14–28

Jesus and Beelzebul
14Now [Jesus] was casting out a demon that was mute. When the demon had
gone out, the mute man spoke, and the people marveled. 15But some of them
said, “He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the prince of demons,” 16while others,
to test him, kept seeking from him a sign from heaven. 17But he, knowing their
thoughts, said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and a
divided household falls. 18And if Satan also is divided against himself, how will his
kingdom stand? For you say that I cast out demons by Beelzebul. 19And if I cast
out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they
will be your judges. 20But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, then
the kingdom of God has come upon you. 21When a strong man, fully armed,
guards his own palace, his goods are safe; 22but when one stronger than he
attacks him and overcomes him, he takes away his armor in which he trusted and
divides his spoil. 23Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not
gather with me scatters.
Return of an Unclean Spirit
24“When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes through
waterless places seeking rest, and finding none it says, ‘I will return to my house
from which I came.’ 25And when it comes, it finds the house swept and put in
order. 26Then it goes and brings seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they
enter and dwell there. And the last state of that person is worse than the first.”
True Blessedness
27As he said these things, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and said to
him, “Blessed is the womb that bore you, and the breasts at which you nursed!”
28But he said, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it!”
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