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Confession and Absolution 

 

Hymn of Invocation 801 How Great Thou Art 

 

1 O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 

    Consider all the works Thy hand hath made, 

I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 

    Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed; Refrain 

 

ref Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 

    How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 

    How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 

 

2 When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 

    I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 

When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 

    And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze; Refrain 

 

3 But when I think that God, His Son not sparing, 

    Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in— 

That on the cross my burden gladly bearing 

    He bled and died to take away my sin; Refrain 

 

4 When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 

    And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 

Then I shall bow in humble adoration 

    And there proclaim: “My God, how great Thou art!” Refrain 
Text: © 1949, 1953 The Stuart Hine Trust, admin. EMI CMG and Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110006143 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 

Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 



Service of the Word 

 

Psalm Psalm 8; antiphon: v. 9 

O LORD, our Lord, 

 how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

You have set your glory above the heavens. 

 Out of the mouth of babes and infants, 

you have established strength because of your foes, 

 to still the enemy and the avenger. 

When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 

 the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 

what is man that you are mindful of him, 

 and the son of man that you care for him? 

Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings 

 and crowned him with glory and honor. 

You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; 

 you have put all things under his feet, 

all sheep and oxen, 

 and also the beasts of the field, 

the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, 

 whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 

O LORD, our Lord, 

 how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

 

Kyrie LSB 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

A Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 

C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: 

We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: 

You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 

For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, 

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O Lord, keep Your household, the Church, in continual godliness that through Your protection she may be free from all adversities and 

devoutly given to serve You in good works; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 



Old Testament Reading Genesis 1:1—2:3 

 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. 

And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 

 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. 

God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

 And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” And God made the 

expanse and separated the waters that were under the expanse from the waters that were above the expanse. And it was so. And God called the 

expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 

 And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. God called 
the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 

 And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its 

kind, on the earth.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit 

in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 

 And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night. And let them be for signs and for seasons, 

and for days and years, and let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. And God made the two 
great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. And God set them in the expanse of the 

heavens to give light on the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was 

good. And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 

 And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the heavens.” So 
God created the great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every 

winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the 
seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 
 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth 

according to their kinds.” And it was so. And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, 

and everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 

 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 

the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 

So God created man in his own image, 

 in the image of God he created him; 

 male and female he created them. 

 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the 

sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant 

yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. And to every beast of the 

earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green 

plant for food.” And it was so. And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the sixth day. 

 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and 

he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested 

from all his work that he had done in creation. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Psalm 90:1–2 

Lord, you have been our dwelling place 

 in all generations. 

Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, 

 from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 

 

Epistle Ephesians 6:10–17 

 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the 

schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers 

over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be 

able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the 

breastplate of righteousness, and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. In all circumstances take up 

the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 

Spirit, which is the word of God. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

C Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel John 4:46–54 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 [Jesus] came again to Cana in Galilee, where he had made the water wine. And at Capernaum there was an official whose son was ill. When 

this man heard that Jesus had come from Judea to Galilee, he went to him and asked him to come down and heal his son, for he was at the point 

of death. So Jesus said to him, “Unless you see signs and wonders you will not believe.” The official said to him, “Sir, come down before my child 
dies.” Jesus said to him, “Go; your son will live.” The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and went on his way. As he was going down, 

his servants met him and told him that his son was recovering. So he asked them the hour when he began to get better, and they said to him, 

“Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him.” The father knew that was the hour when Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.” And he 

himself believed, and all his household. This was now the second sign that Jesus did when he had come from Judea to Galilee. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

Hymn of the Day 607 From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee 

 

1 From depths of woe I cry to Thee, 

    In trial and tribulation; 

Bend down Thy gracious ear to me, 

    Lord, hear my supplication. 

If Thou rememb’rest ev’ry sin, 
Who then could heaven ever win 

    Or stand before Thy presence? 

 

2 Thy love and grace alone avail 

    To blot out my transgression; 

The best and holiest deeds must fail 

    To break sin’s dread oppression. 
Before Thee none can boasting stand, 

But all must fear Thy strict demand 

    And live alone by mercy. 

 

3 Therefore my hope is in the Lord 

    And not in mine own merit; 

It rests upon His faithful Word 

    To them of contrite spirit 

That He is merciful and just; 

This is my comfort and my trust. 

    His help I wait with patience. 

 

4 And though it tarry through the night 

    And till the morning waken, 

My heart shall never doubt His might 

    Nor count itself forsaken. 

O Israel, trust in God your Lord. 

Born of the Spirit and the Word, 

    Now wait for His appearing. 

 

5 Though great our sins, yet greater still 

    Is God’s abundant favor; 
His hand of mercy never will 

    Abandon us, nor waver. 

Our shepherd good and true is He, 

Who will at last His Israel free 

    From all their sin and sorrow. 
Text: Public domain 



 

Sermon "The Mystery of Faith" 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P   …through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 

 

Offertory LSB 159 

C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? 

I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. 

I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. 

I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, 

in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Hymn to Depart 



 

Hymn to Depart 660 Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus 

1 Stand up, stand up for Jesus, 

    Ye soldiers of the cross. 

Lift high His royal banner; 

    It must not suffer loss. 

From vict’ry unto vict’ry 

    His army He shall lead 

Till ev’ry foe is vanquished, 
    And Christ is Lord indeed. 

 

2 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 

    The trumpet call obey; 

Stand forth in mighty conflict 

    In this His glorious day. 

Let all His faithful serve Him 

    Against unnumbered foes; 

Let courage rise with danger 

    And strength to strength oppose. 

 

3 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 

    Stand in His strength alone. 

The arm of flesh will fail you, 

    Ye dare not trust your own. 

Put on the Gospel armor; 

    Each piece put on with prayer. 

Where duty calls or danger, 

    Be never wanting there. 

 

4 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 

    The strife will not be long; 

This day the din of battle, 

    The next the victor’s song. 
The soldiers, overcoming, 

    Their crown of life shall see 

And with the King of Glory 

    Shall reign eternally. 
Text: Public domain 
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