Readings for Advent 4 2021

Psalm

Psalm 111; antiphon: v. 9

Great Are the LORD’s Works
1Praise

the LORD!
I will give thanks to the LORD with my | whole heart,*
in the company of the upright, in the congre- | gation.
2Great are the works | of the LORD,*
studied by all who de- | light in them.
3Full of splendor and majesty | is his work,*
and his righteousness endures for- | ever.
4He has caused his wondrous works to be re- | membered;*
the LORD is gracious and | merciful.
5He provides food for those who | fear him;*
he remembers his covenant for- | ever.
6He has shown his people the power | of his works,*
in giving them the inheritance of the | nations.
7The works of his hands are faith- | ful and just;*
all his precepts are | trustworthy;
8they are established forever and | ever,*
to be performed with faithfulness and up- | rightness.
9He sent redemption to his people;
he has commanded his covenant for- | ever.*
Holy and awesome | is his name!
10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;
all those who practice it have a good under- | standing.*
His praise endures for- | ever!
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Old Testament Reading

Deuteronomy 18:15–19

A New Prophet like Moses
15“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you,
from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen— 16just as you desired of the
LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not
hear again the voice of the LORD my God or see this great fire any more, lest I
die.’ 17And the LORD said to me, ‘They are right in what they have spoken. 18I will
raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put my
words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. 19And
whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I myself will
require it of him.’”

Gradual

Psalm 145:18, 21

The LORD is near to all who | call on him,*
to all who call on | him in truth.
My mouth will speak the praise | of the LORD,*
and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and | ever.

Epistle

Philippians 4:4–7

4Rejoice

in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness
be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything,
but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests
be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Holy Gospel

Luke 1:39–56

Mary Visits Elizabeth
39In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town
in Judah, 40and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41And
when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42and she exclaimed with a loud cry,
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43And
why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44For
behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb
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leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a
fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.”
The Magnificat
46And Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord,
47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant.
For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
49for he who is mighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
50And his mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
51He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts;
52he has brought down the mighty from their thrones
and exalted those of humble estate;
53he has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent empty away.
54He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
55as he spoke to our fathers,
to Abraham and to his offspring forever.”
56And

Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home.
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