
"The Lord Provides" Genesis 22:1-14 Judica 2022 

My Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

Picture this: Abraham has waited his entire life – over 100 years – 

for this one son to be born.  He left home and family to follow the 

promise of God over twenty-five years before.  Then Isaac was born.   

Abraham is probably about one hundred and twenty-five years 

old.  Now God tells him to take his son out into the wilderness and offer 

him up as a burnt offering to God.  It is difficult to imagine what must 

have been going on in the mind of Abraham.  The Bible only tells us of 

his faithfulness.  The most revealing thing our text tells us is Abraham’s 

response when Isaac asks about the lamb for the sacrifice, “The Lord 

will provide.” And that is our theme this morning. 

The Lord will provide.  Abraham had to be crushed and 

frightened.  Nevertheless, he followed the command of God.  Abraham 

was faithful because Abraham believed. His faith is demonstrated in his 

answer to Isaac – God will provide for Himself the lamb.  Isaac was the 

miracle child, and Abraham did not question God’s ability to do more 

miracles.  Abraham thought God would raise Isaac from the dead.  That 

is what the book of Hebrews says.  “By faith Abraham, when he was 

tested, offered up Isaac; .  .  .  He considered that God can raise men 

even from the dead; from which he also received him back as a type.” 
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Abraham trusted God to provide, and so he was willing to sacrifice 

his son.  And God provided.  He provided for Abraham in a way I 

suspect Abraham had never envisioned.  He stopped Abraham at the 

very last moment and provided the lamb for sacrifice, caught by its 

horns in the bush nearby.  Abraham passed the test and worshipped 

God, and everyone went home happy. 

Hebrews tells us that it was a type, also known as a foreshadow.  

Abraham received Isaac back from the edge of destruction as a type of 

resurrection from the dead.  The type goes deeper, however.  Abraham 

was the father who was sacrificing his only son, just as God did for us.  

God was under no command from another.  It was His plan and His will 

to sacrifice His Son for us and for our salvation.  But Abraham acts out 

in his struggle a human example of what this takes, and a human 

picture of the father giving his son. 

Men marvel when they stop to consider it, that Isaac went along 

with the whole thing.  We usually have this picture of the young boy, 

twelve or thirteen, and that could be possible, but I suspect that he was 

older and well able to flee or to fight this hundred and some year old 

man, if necessary.  But Isaac carries the wood for his father – and that 

would be no small pile of sticks, for the kind of sacrifice that they 

intended.  He must have allowed his father to tie him up and lay him on 
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the pile of wood in the altar area for the sacrifice.  No matter what may 

have been going through his mind, he humbly did what his father asked 

him to.  In this, Isaac is a type of Christ. 

Christ humbly followed the plan and will of His Father.  He knew 

throughout His life who He was and where He was going to end up.  He 

walked that road and was faithful.  He faced the wrenching sorrow of 

the garden of Gethsemane, the awful dread.  He went to the cross, and 

the torture that led up to it, humbly, willingly – in so far as it was His 

will to be obedient to His Father.  He allowed Himself to be tied and 

placed on the altar of the cross for sacrifice.  The only real difference of 

consequence is that no voice from heaven stopped the hand of the 

executioner for Jesus. 

Abraham looked up, when God commanded him to stop, and saw 

the ram caught by its horns.  God told Abraham that he had 

demonstrated his faith and absolute trust in God, being willing to give 

up that which was most precious to him for the sake of his God.  

Similarly, God demonstrated His great love for us, and His desire to 

rescue us from sin and death and hell by offering up that which was 

most precious to Him – His only-begotten Son.  Because Jesus suffered 

the torments of hell and died in your place, you are forgiven, and you 

will never die.  Your body will, and it will rest, as did the body of Jesus, 
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in the grave for a time, but like Jesus, you will commend your soul into 

God’s presence and keeping, and you will live — both between the day 

of your body’s death and the day of resurrection and, following that 

day of the resurrection of all flesh, you will live in joy and glory with the 

Lord eternally. 

God provided the sacrifice.  He provided it for Abraham in the ram 

caught in the bushes, and He provided it for you in Jesus Christ.  That 

was the type, and Jesus the antitype – the reality which fulfils the 

meaning of the symbol which comes before.  “In the mount of the Lord, 

it will be provided.” Back then it was a specific unnamed hill in the land 

of Moriah.  In 30 A.D. it was a hill named “Golgotha,” just outside the 

city walls of Jerusalem.  Jesus wasn’t trapped, however, but willing – 

out of love for you, and for His heavenly Father.  Because of Jesus, “He 

that believes and is baptized shall be saved.” 

Abraham received Isaac back from the dead, as it were.  That is 

how Hebrews put it.  Isaac hadn’t really died, but he was marked for 

death, and as good as dead at his father’s hand, if God had not 

intervened.  His release from death was a type – it demonstrates to 

some degree the resurrection of Jesus.  It is for us a type of Jesus’ 

return from the dead.  And Jesus is the first fruits of our resurrection – 

proof that we shall also rise from the dead as Jesus did, as part of His 
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resurrection, because we are His body, and we have joined Him in His 

death and resurrection through baptism.  Just as Isaac pointed forward 

as a type to the resurrection of Jesus, Jesus points forward to our own. 

Trust God and be faithful.  We are “the mount of the Lord” today.  

When we are faithful, God will provide.  He provides for us all of the 

time, even when are not, but certainly, we may enjoy the greatest 

comfort and confidence in His provision and blessings when we are 

faithful, as Abraham was faithful, and as Jesus was faithful!  So we 

should never be discouraged or tempted to find a better way than 

simply being faithful. 

He may not do everything we would like Him to do, nor bless us in 

the ways that we dream about.  God’s will is that the Gospel be 

preached, and His people demonstrate it by their lives of faithfulness, 

grounded in His Word, and trusting in His promises.  His will is that you 

live the faithfulness so thoroughly that others see it and ask you about 

it, and you witness to them the hope that is in you.  His will is that you 

come here to hear His Word and to encourage one another and love 

one another in the fellowship of His holy ones in the body of Christ.  

And, of course, His will is??  .  .  . 

His will is that you trust Him.  Trust Him, not yourself.  Trust Him, 

not your own wit and wisdom.  Trust Him, not the opinions of those 
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around you who think they know better.  Abraham did the unthinkable 

because God told Him to do it, and God said.  “Now I know that you 

fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from 

Me.” God did the impossible in Jesus Christ, to save you, to show you 

His love, and to teach you to trust in Him.  Now it is your turn.  Now it is 

time for you to be faithful.  Proverbs 3:5-6 says, “Trust in the LORD with 

all your heart, And do not lean on your own understanding.  In all your 

ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight.” 

Trust in the Lord, and walk faithfully.  Then you may know with 

absolute certainty that the Lord will provide. 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 


